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Any or all portions of this report may be reproduced without prior 
permission, provided the source is cited as Children’s Action Alliance, 
4001 North 3rd Street, Suite 160, Phoenix, Arizona 85012. 
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AZ for Kids is a citizen partnership with ✓ by building consensus among citizens con- 
Children’s Action Alliance dedicated to advocat- cerned about these vulnerable children as to 
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Arizona ranks 42nd in the nation in tary family support and parenting skills 50,000 f amili es served in Arizona in 1996 

indicators of child well-being — indica- for up to five years to new parents who at an average cost of $20 per family. 
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with three more counties in the planning Valley agencies, offers “one-stop shop- referrals for problems in housing, domes- 

stages. The average budget is $5,000 per ping” for famlUes who are seeking refer- tic violence, and job training. 
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Collaborations to handle complex law enforcement, physicians, city and ensure that all parties to court proceed- 

cases of child abuse and neglect, such as county attorneys, school officials, mental ings begin actively participating at the 
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At this time, there are approximately some unique local initiatives that have along with the foster child. Through a 

6,000 children in foster care in Arizona. set the pace for recruiting and better local grant, a foster parent support 








Arizona’s child welfare system is out Although foster parents are supposed to that works, 
of touch with its foster parents. Foster have caseworker contact at least once a Foster care reimbursement rates are 



o 

ERIC 









o 

ERIC 



The child welfare system is only as received over 38,000 reports of abuse both recruitment and training, 
responsive, nurturing, and reliable as and neglect between June 1996 and June CPS has formed a unique partner- 




d CJ ^ 

.5 a 





1 



i ^ 

t 



ERIC 



for a variety of stipend programs. In were raised by forum participants. There 

exchange for monthly stipend payments are various advanced trainings available 



ERIC 




T3 T3 





O 

U 




U 


t/> 


O 


QJ 


•t— ' 


C4-H 


c/3 


•t— ' 


c 






<D 


QJ 


OJ 




6 


C/5 


CO 


OJ 


■t--' 


6 

OJ 


c/3 

QJ 


f-H 

O 

a 


H 


•t— ' 




a 




5 ^ 

S 2 

fu QJ ^ 

"S 

c c 

a £ ■§ 

3 tuj « 








U 

QC 







$ 

■D 








1 997 Child Welfare Forums Children’s Action Alliance 






<v 


£ 




fJi 


o 


C 

OJ 


o 






OJ 


o 


XI 


OJ 


Ph 




too 


pC 


Q-( 


a; 


X5 


E 


4-' 

< 


o> 


4-< 


o» 


X 

<i> 


OJ 











< 

c 

g 

u 

< 



TO 

O 



un 

E 



0> 

f5 

(U 






2 

IE 



u 



rv 

<Ti 

<Ti 



eg^ 



o 

ERIC 



opinion and on Pima County key infor- Another serious problem is what The Arizona Young Adult Program 

mants. They defined the steps on the path occurs for a child who has multiple (AYAP), established by DES for teenage fos- 

to permanency. agency involvement. The traditional ser- ter children, is, according to the young peo- 
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Children experience multiple transi- transitions. Transitions are traumatic, and who are disproportionately represented in 

tions that are often inhumane. Several multiple transitions can be extremely dam- the child welfare system and are much 
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There is a serious lack of intera- not and vice versa. In one case, she was Repeatedly we heard that the system 

gency coordination. CASAs and FCRB denied access to an FBI report. The case- is fragmented to the point of dysfunc- 
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Special thanks to our facilitators and panelists who You can aU be assured that your feedback will play an 

brought a wealth of knowledge and wisdom to this public important part in our evolving effort to create a model for 
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